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RecyclingWorks in Massachusetts

• Free Assistance for 
businesses and institutions 

• Comply with MassDEP 
waste bans

• Maximize waste 
diversion 

• Save money

• Improve 
customer/employee 
satisfaction

• Funded by MassDEP, 
delivered under contract by 
the Center for 
EcoTechnology



• Online Resource

• Email and Phone Hotline

• Technical Assistance

• Events and Workshops

• C&U Program 
Administration

RecyclingWorks in MA Services



BMP Stakeholder Process

• Similar approach to 
• 2013 food waste collection BMP
• 2015 food donation BMP

• Engage stakeholders – Contractors, 
Haulers, C&D Processors, 
Architects, Reuse Outlets, Building 
Inspectors

• Objective is to increase reuse and 
recycling of C&D materials



• Spring – Fall 2016:  13 stakeholder meetings,175 participants

• Winter 2016/2017:  Draft BMPs and collect comments

• Spring 2017:  Finalize and post BMPs

C&D BMP Development



C&D BMP Draft Outline

• Regulatory Requirements

• Waste Management Plans

• Demolition & Deconstruction

• Materials Reuse

• Recycling



Regulatory Requirements – Waste Bans

Massachusetts Waste Bans (310 CMR 
19.017)

• Asphalt pavement, brick & 
concrete 

• Ferrous & non-ferrous metal

• Treated & untreated wood 
(banned from landfills only)

• Clean gypsum wallboard

• Recyclable paper, cardboard & 
paperboard



Regulatory Requirements –
Hazardous Materials

• Lead

• Asbestos

• Mercury

• Mass Dept of Labor 
Standards and MassDEP 
requirements

• EPA safety documents



Waste Management Plans

• Require waste diversion in bid 
specifications

• Set diversion goals

• Identify materials to target

• Require contractor to develop a Waste 
Management Plan

• Waste Management Plan
• List materials streams and projected 

quantities

• Identify outlets/haulers for each stream

• Final BMP to include:
• Sample Waste Management Plans

• Sample Bid Specifications for C&D 
Waste



Demolition and Deconstruction

• Pre-demolition cleanouts

• Demolition

• Deconstruction

• Soft strip or full 
deconstruction

• Can be cost-effective when 
materials are donated or sold 
for reuse



Material Reuse – Reuse Outlets

• Non-profit reuse stores in MA

• Boston Building Resources

• EcoBuilding Bargains (Springfield)

• Habitat Humanity ReStores (10 
across state)

• Focus on residential materials

• Offer free/inexpensive pick-ups  

• Tax deduction for donation



Material Reuse – Other Outlets

• Informal reuse options

• On-site or in future project

• Networking sites (eg, Craigslist)

• Swap shops and free sheds

• Other reuse outlets

• Architectural salvage stores

• Wood salvage businesses

• Material brokers

• Used furniture stores



Recycling – C&D Processors 

• C&D processors and transfer stations 
in MA

• Processors separate comingled loads, 
focus on materials like

• Metal

• Wood

• Rigid plastics

• Problem materials

• Bulky waste (mattresses, couches)

• Electronics

• Gypsum wallboard and ceiling 
tiles



Recycling – Source Separation

• Consider collecting separately to 
increase overall recycling rate

• Gypsum wallboard

• Ceiling tiles

• Asphalt shingles

• Asphalt pavement, brick & concrete

• Carpet & carpet padding

• Vinyl composite tile (VCT)

• Vinyl siding

• Cardboard

• Polystyrene

• Plastic film, bulky waste

• Some materials difficult to separate 
or get damaged in mixed stream

• LEED v4 standards
• Requires targeting 4 material streams

• Comingled C&D counts as one stream



Next Steps

• February: Distribution of draft BMPs and collect comments

• March:

• Post BMPs to RecyclingWorks website. Will consider “live 

document” that can be updated over time.

• Present BMPs at MassDEP C&D Subcommittee Meeting –

March 9 in Boston

• Later in 2017: Collaborate with associations to share BMPs 

through presentation, newsletters, and social media

Contact RecyclingWorks with questions or comments:

info@RecyclingWorksMA.com or (888) 254-5525

www.RecyclingWorksMA.com


